CONFIDENCE RESTORED AT MADRAS.

"fbrt William, July 29th, 1798.

" Your Lordship will find all the members of
the Board of Revenue worthy of confidence. Mr.
Cockburn^ however, deserves particular notice.
He bears the highest reputation for integrity^
talents, and knowledge of the business of the
country^ and I found him fully answerable to his
general character. I have very seldom met with
a more valuable man in any part of the world;
and I take the liberty of recommending him
earnestly to your Lordship's attention^ as a
person on whom you may rely for the most
accurate information^ and for the soundest and
most honest opinions^ entirely exempt from any
taint of passion^ prejudice^ or self-interest *."

The period of the greatest danger was now
happily passed. Tippoo had done nothing whilst a
considerable body of our troops had been gra-
dually assembling in the southern division under
General Floyd, and at Wallajahbad and Vellore
under Colonel Harvey Aston3 upon whose death
the command devolved upon Colonel Wellesley.

The Earl of Mornington's admirable des-
patches and measures, and the presence of Colonel
Wellesley at Madras, had wrought so great a
change in the feelings of the leading men in the
settlement, that when the Governor-General
arrived at Fort St. George, in December, he had

* See also Lord Gorawallis's character of Mr. Oockbmm in
the Appendix.